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Why Christmas? 

 There are some phrases you’ll hear a lot as Christmas approaches; “the true 
meaning of Christmas” or “the reason for the season.”  As a general rule, the point 
of these sayings is to remind us that Christmas isn’t about shopping or presents and 
to focus on Christmas values of hope, love, peace, and joy. 

 However, the point of Christmas is also not just about goodwill toward our 
fellow humans, or acts of charity and compassion.  The point of Christmas is rooted 
in the central affirmation of the Christian faith: that Jesus Christ is God Incarnate.   

 The Incarnation – that God literally lived on earth as a human being – is 
central to our beliefs for a number of reasons.  First, the divinity of Christ is the 
source of his moral authority.  When Jesus speaks to us through the Scriptures, we 
don’t obey because we happen to agree with him or like what he says.  We obey 
because we accept his authority to tell us how we ought to live.  In faith, we come to 
see and love the beauty of what he tells us to do – but if his teachings and our 
instincts collide (as they often do), guess which is supposed to win?  Our task as his 
followers is to submit our wills to his teaching. 

 Second, the divinity of Christ is what makes his sacrifice effective for the 
forgiveness of our sin.  Jesus’ death on the cross is the perfect sacrifice, God’s only 
begotten Son, given for us to make salvation possible.  As recounted in the Gospel 
of Matthew, “an angel of the Lord appeared to him [Joseph] in a dream and said, 
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’” (Matthew 1:20-21) 

 Third, the fact that God lived as one of us makes it possible for us to have a 
different kind of relationship with God.  The old saying, “don’t judge someone until 
you’ve walked a mile in their shoes” doesn’t apply to the God we worship.  God 
walked a lifetime in our shoes.  God, in the literal person of Jesus Christ, ate, drank, 
hungered, walked, suffered, grieved – just as we do. In recent years, there has been 
much talk about a “war on Christmas.” People getting upset about things as trivial as 
whether Starbucks has a plain red cup or a decorated one.  Whether a store clerk 
says “Merry Christmas!” or “Happy holidays!”  We worry about Nativity scenes in 
public spaces.  Personally, if a store is going to have a sale, I’d prefer they call it a  
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“holiday sale” or a “winter sale” rather than a “Christmas sale,” because the 
Incarnation of God in Jesus Christ was not about discounted retail goods.   
So what we must not do is reduce Christmas to a set of secular – albeit pleasant 
and good – ethical values.  Our theological forebear, John Calvin, discouraged 
the celebration of Christmas because it had become an occasion for gluttony, 
drinking, and idleness.  In other words, the issue is whether we can stay focused 
on the theological meaning of Christmas.  

 The “reason for the season” is expressed in the famous verses from the 
Gospel of John: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.”  (John 3:16-17) 

 So remember what Christmas is really about.  And in the words of my 
favorite Christmas carol, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”: 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace! Hail the Son of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more shall die, 

Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. 

Merry Christmas! 
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From the Choir Room 

CHRISTMAS CD 
Copies of the CD recorded by our Music Ministry, featuring the music groups that grace our wor-
ship, are available for purchase.  Christmas Carols and songs are performed by the Chancel Choir 
and Sunday School singers. CDs are complimentary with a minimum $20 donation to the Music 

Fund. These will make excellent Christmas gifts and are a great way to share your pride in our  
community with your friends, family and neighbors. They will be available from choir members or in the office.  

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT CHOIR 
The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing music for the Candlelight Carol Service  
after worship on December 6. If you would like to sing in the choir for this event on 
December 13, come to rehearsals on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. in the choir room. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being produced  
each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email or Facebook,  

we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start faith conversations 
with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary website at www.90secondsermon.com. 

 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the Crossroads contemporary worship that meets every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly 
Williams) and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia 
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 
Please note that Crossroads does NOT meet on Sunday, December 13 (please 
attend the Candlelight Carol Service), or on December 27. 

MUSIC SPONSORS NEEDED 
The beautiful Christmas programs are made possible through the music fund of our 
church. The fund no longer has a sufficient balance to cover the expense of our  

magnificent brass quartet and other instruments for the Christmas programs. Donations are  
desperately needed so that our tradition of having the most beautiful music in the county can continue  
uninterrupted. Donations may be left at the office or see David Macfarlane about sponsoring individual  
instruments for one of our Christmas Programs. 



 

PUMPKIN PATCH THANK YOU FROM JOSH & EMILY! 

Thanks to all 66 people who helped unload all those 635 BIG and smaller pumpkins and to those who staffed the 
Pumpkin Patch!  We took in $5,150 on the sale of pumpkins. 75% of the money pays the Navajo Native Americans in 
New Mexico for growing and harvesting them and pays the trucks to transport them across the country.  25% we  
donate to our favorite project, Heifer International. That's almost $1300.  We have chosen to donate that $1300 for 
the special gift of JOY TO THE WORLD Collection of animals with good reason. There are 2 sheep, 4 goats, 1 heifer 
and 2 llamas to provide food, income, and hope for families. Thank you for your generosity, kindness, and help!!   
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Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

CHURCH SCHOOL  
 December is a special month where the 3, 4, & 5 year olds (First Look) hear the Christmas story  

over the four weeks--the miracle of God sending his son so to live with us to show us how  
greatly he loves each of us and all of us. The elementary children (252) follow the theme of 

"Compassion" demonstrated to us through Jesus so we can show compassion to others. The  
middle school discussion focuses on "Connecting to God" and "The Trinity." All are special ways to prepare their hearts 
for Christmas. ***Please remember to pick up the weekly "PARENT CUE" in the rack in the hallway when heading to 
Elmore Hall every Sunday for ideas to talk with your children about experiencing God throughout the week.***  

FPC KIDS ‘REHEARSE’ THE CHRISTMAS STORY FOR EPIPHANY PLAY 
Rehearsal Dates: Sunday December 13 & 20 at 12 - 12:15 p.m. as part of Church School. Kids will be “Singing  

with Cyndi” and learning the Christmas Carol ‘Away in a Manger.’ The Three Kings  
Celebration of the Christmas Story is a beloved annual tradition at FPC. On Sunday  
January 3rd, kids of all ages join together to tell the story of Christmas at the  
Epiphany Play during Coffee & Conversation. 

DOWNLOAD THE NEW FPC APP 
For iPhone or Android Smartphones 
 

We are very excited to announce the launch of our very own app for smartphones!  Through  
our app you can access the bulletin online (requires a PDF reader on your phone), access the 
YouVersion sermon notes, quickly access the 90 Second Sermon, listen to the sermon audio of 
past messages, check the church calendar, find Connect Group information, and even give online. 
 

If you enable push notifications, we can stay in touch with you and send you general reminders 
about the church, as well as messages related to Family Ministries or Connect Groups. Find the 

app by searching your respective app store using the search phrase “Englewood Presbyterian”. This is the first 
version of the app, which we expect to update frequently.  Feel free to send feedback to Rich. Stay connected  
to FPC!  Download the app today! 

UNICEF COLLECTION BRINGS IN OVER $175, ACCORDING 
TO ELLIOT LEE, PROJECT MANAGER 
It all started in Philadelphia in 1950 when a youth group collected $17 to help children overseas. 
Since then U.S. children have collected $119 million and have benefited children in 158 countries with lifesaving  
medicine, better nutrition, clean water and sanitation, education and emergency relief.  Thanks to Elliot and his 
advisor, Sora Baek, and the Middle School Youth Group for promoting this fund and raising a generous collection. 
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Come visit this FPC space that serves to stir the creative spirit!  

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.   
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study continues each Sunday at 10:00 in the East Room.  
Each week Rev. Hong reviews the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, 
illuminating issues of history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation 
of the passage.  We encourage you to arrive early and enjoy a good discussion and 
fellowship prior to worship.  Please note: there will be no Bible Study on Sunday,  
December 27. 
 

FIRST THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Thursday, December 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room.   

The First Thursday Study Group will meet on Thursday, December 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room for an 
enjoyable time of study and discussion, followed by a bring-your-own lunch. Please bring a simple dessert to 
share. Please join us for a wonderful time of friendship and celebration. 

News for the Congregation 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
 

Have a Sunday you can coordinate? We welcome your help and have made  
C&C very simple. Email Pastor Kellie to sign up for a Sunday in January and 
February. Kellie@englewoodpres.org.  
Thanks to our November C&C hosts for their great help and ministry! 

The FPC Stewardship Committee | Sara Lee | Pearl and T.K. Lau | Moon and Young Han | Karen, Juan and 
Quinn Suarez | Esther Khym 
Everything Pumpkin Hosts: Joshua, Emily and Karen Kahn | Jim, Cheryl and Michael Smolen | Frank, Mildred and 
Lizzy Palo | Sora Baek and Elliot Lee| Kyung and Emma Lee | Logan Beharry | Paloma Camacho |  
Carol Schulzrinne| John Fraser and Dorothy VanderWerf.  
 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS: DRAWING, SEEING & THINKING: 
WATERCOLORS 
Thanks to everyone who joined to make this class a great success! Look for more information in 
2016 as this art class moves to Wednesday evenings in the Art Loft. Hope you can join in. 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
In case of INCLEMENT WEATHER, you are now able to dial in to our phone system and hear a recorded 
announcement of whether any of our activities are impacted.  During the opening message, just press 7 
 (think of pressing "S" for "Snow") to be informed of whether any events have been cancelled. 
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ONLINE GIVING IS NOW AVAILABLE! 
You can now give to FPC online or through your smartphone!  Through our processing 
partner PushPay, you can give via credit card, debit card, or directly from your checking 
account (ACH transactions).  You can even set up automatic recurring contributions.   

You can access online giving in one of three ways: 

1.  Download the FPC App to your smartphone and press the “Give” button. 

2.  Download the PushPay app to your smartphone and follow the instructions. 

3.  Go to the church website (www.englewoodpres.org), and on the “Members” tab, choose “Online Giving.” 

Once you are set up with PushPay, which only takes seconds, you can get a record of your gifts at any time.  There are 
fees that will be paid by FPC and do not affect the tax deductibility of your contribution.  If you are concerned about 
the fees that FPC will incur, they are similar to what any merchant pays when a customer uses credit cards. Depending 
on the type of credit card you use, the fee we pay could be as much as 2% of your donation; the lowest fee is if you 
make your donation via direct transfer from your checking account (ACH transaction).  We will credit all 
contributions received via PushPay to your envelope number. 

 

 

COMMITMENT TO FPC 
What does your Commitment to FPC mean?  It means that lives are 
changed.  Forgiveness is felt.  Relationships are reconciled.  When  
people are in relationship with Jesus, they find hope, purpose, and  
freedom.  Make a bold commitment to our mission, and help build 

God's world.  We are at a particularly exciting time in the life of FPC.  As you choose to increase your commitment 
to our work together in this congregation, know that your response will affect generations to come.  If you have not 
yet submitted your Commitment Card for 2016, please bring it to church.  You may also submit a commitment card 
online; simply visit www.englewoodpres.org, and under ‘Members’, choose ‘Giving’.  Participate fully in the miracle 
of what God is doing in our midst!  Please remember to tell us if you do not need offering envelopes.  Writing your 
contribution number on your check is sufficient. 

FAITH AND FINANCE - TIS THE SEASON 
 "Pay yourself first", a phrase those who have taken the Financial Peace University 
course would quickly recognize.  What this means, very simply, is you take care of what's 
most important to you before you pay others.  Depending on where you are in life the 
most important items could be getting out of debt, saving for retirement or saving for a 
child's college education.  Or it could be giving money to things close to your heart. 
 The other thing FPU teaches is how to budget and the first item on the FPU 

budget is charitable giving.  This is the time of year when your church asks you to plan your next year's contribution.  
We need you to tell us what you can give so we can move forward with preparing for mission and programs for next 
year.   We know that many of you have significant financial challenges, especially this time of year when you're  
buying Christmas gifts and settling end of year commitments.  However, if the church is an important part of your 
life hopefully you will put giving to the church on the top of your budget.    
 I can go into great detail about all of the great things the church is doing and the fact that we run a deficit 
every year despite the staff's phenomenal job of keeping expenditures in check. I can also tell you that if every family 
in the church gave 1% more of their income than they give now the deficit would go away.  You know your church, 
you know how much First Presbyterian of Englewood does as it leads us to LIVE boldly, SHARE boundlessly, 
GROW community and BUILD GOD's world.  Why should you give?  You should give because the church is an 
important part of your life and you know that you will feel better by giving more.   You should also give in honor  
of God who has bestowed upon you great treasures.  Please take a good look at your budget and if necessary turn it  
upside down so giving is on the top.    -Paul Platek, Stewardship Chair 
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COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, December17, 7:00-9:00 pm, in the East Room. 

 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you  
are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s 
Caregivers’ Support Group.  Through a partnership with the Bergen Family Center, we  
are able to bring you information about available resources and supportive sharing led by 
Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor for the Bergen Family Center.  For 
additional information, contact Dorothy VanderWerf at dorothyv@englewoodpres.org.  
Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden  

of caring for others.  All are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL IN DECEMBER  
Come, enjoy good friends and a fun game on December 3, 10, and 17 from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  
in Elmore Hall. Philip Soo coordinates this Basketball Fellowship. Contact him at 
soorealtors@gmail.com. 

 

GRIEFSHARE  
It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare. 
 

GriefShare is a faith-based, friendly, caring meeting with a group of  
people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult 

experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone, so join us at FPC GriefShare. 
Griefshare will be holding a spring 2016 session on March 9 – June 1.  

 

SMILE! 
Are you doing a lot of your Christmas shopping online?  The SMILE  
program of Amazon.com allows you to name First Presbyterian Church  
as your charity, and 0.5% of everything you buy will be donated to FPC.   
Just go to smile.amazon.com, designate First Presbyterian Church of  
Englewood as your charity, then shop as usual.  

WALK THE LABYRINTH ON NEW YEAR’S EVE 

   The indoor Labyrinth will be open for walking, meditation, and prayer in the Chapel on 
   Thursday, December 31 from 7 – 11 p.m.  Enter the labyrinth through the East Room 
   where members of the Labyrinth Committee will greet you. Come, spend some quiet time 
   reflecting on the year past and pray for the year to come as you walk the winding path of 
   the labyrinth.  Enjoy walking with friends or family and stay for refreshments.  



 

Mobilize for Mission  
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FPC MISSION: HELP BUILD GOD’S WORLD  
The FPC Mission Committee works to create opportunities for all of FPC to be the hands and feet of Jesus and 
build God’s world.   

THANKS FOR MAKING THE 2015 GIVEAWAY A BIG SUCCESS!  
 

His big brown eyes looked up at me.  He asked, “Are there toys, too?” “Yes”, I said.  
His response – “Wow – this is a great place.” Wisdom with the grin of an 8 year-old 
looking for a truck.   He found his truck and a wonderful welcoming group of people 
who filled the gym with clothes, furniture, toys and much more.  He was one of  
473 shoppers, identified by 8 area social service agencies, who came to shop at the 
Giveaway on Saturday, November 15th. Waiting in the cold for two hours or more,  he and others found their 
treasures from the donations of more than 70 area residents.  More than 50 volunteers sorted the items and acted  
as shopper’s assistants. So – thanks to all who helped with this effort.  Your energy, welcoming spirit and generous 
gifts made this a special day for everyone.  We are called “The Generous Church”.  Thanks to all who made it so  
at the Giveaway.  Coordinator: Marcy Steele 

100 THANKS: OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
The Mission Committee is grateful for your support with the project Operation Christmas Child. 
Your generosity made it possible to collect 100 boxes! These boxes represent 100 children that will 
be receiving a present over the holiday season but most importantly, your love. Through the process 
of this collection, we noticed something special, the giver received joy in the process. Over and over, 

people came up and shared with us the happiness they felt when they imagined a child receiving their 
gift. I am sure that every child will receive the love that motivated those givers and overall the Love of our savior Jesus 
Christ will be shared across the borders. Through a new process of tracking, Operation Christmas Child will be noti-
fying us the country where our 100 boxes will be ship to. We will keep you posted! At this time, we kindly ask you to 
please keep in your prayers this beautiful project, the volunteers, the donors and the children. As this special season 
reminds us of the greatest gift given to us, remember Psalm 32:11, “Be glad in the Lord and rejoice”. 
Blessings, Coordinators Mercedes Zuluaga & Carol Schulzrinne 

BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY: DEC. 6TH  
The Center for Food Action (CFA) always needs basics that go into the emergency food packages – 
things like peanut butter, soup, pasta, and tuna. So please bring some groceries on the First  
Sunday of the month.     

FAMILY PROMISE, A HOMELESS SHELTER AT FPC 
Our church will host FAMILY PROMISE again from December 20 - 27. We are supported by five  
wonderful congregations who help host these nights with dinner and volunteers who stay overnight.  
We are grateful that we can provide shelter for these families in the winter. On Christmas Eve and  

Christmas night our congregation is hosting. We need 2 volunteers to stay overnight on both Thursday, December 
24 and Friday, December 25.  We also need dinners provided those two nights. Thanking you in advance for  
making room in your family schedule to help host these families.  Breakfast or lunch items are also needed for that 
week. For more information about how to help please see Director of Care Ministries, Dorothy VanderWerf. 
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LOOKING FOR A WAY TO ‘GIVE A GIFT  
WITH PURPOSE’ FOR THE HOLIDAYS? 
Alternative gifts are opportunities for double blessing.  You may wish this year to 
celebrate Christmas with family and friends by giving gifts that help those in need. 
Look for “The Most Important Christmas Catalog in the World” at the church. 

With dozens of great gift ideas, you’ll find something for everyone on your Christmas shopping list. What each  
of these Heifer gifts have in common is to provide a family in need with dignity and hope for food, clothing,  
education, medical help and decent shelter. That’s why a Heifer gift lasts a lifetime, and is a perfect way to share  
the giving spirit of Christmas with those closest to your heart. 

AN FPC CHRISTMAS 
 

Carols & Cookies 
Friday, December 4   
6:30 p.m. Dinner | 7:00 p.m. Cookie Exchange 
Join FPC as we kick off the season with dinner, holiday caroling, and a Cookie Exchange. “Bring a dozen – 
take home a dozen.” Free will offering for dinner. 
 
104th Annual Candlelight Carol Service   
Sunday, December 13 
4:00 p.m.    
The highlight of the Christmas season is this beautiful service presented at our church for the 104th  
consecutive year.  The music will include carols old, new and traditional, audience sing-along and the  
singing of “Silent Night” and candle lighting. Our Chancel Choir and soloists will be accompanied by 
brass quintet, harp, flute and percussion. Invite your friends to share in the beautiful music of the season 
and come early for best seating. 

 
Christmas Eve Services     
Thursday, December 24                                 
6:00 p.m.    Family Service        
A Christmas celebration especially suited for families with children featuring our Chancel Choir, soloists 
and special guests. 
11:00 p.m.  Candlelight Communion Service 
Bergen County’s most beautiful Christmas Eve service at the traditional late hour ending at Midnight.  
A special extended prelude begins at 10:45 p.m. Worship Service. Our accomplished Chancel Choir will 
sing music of Willcocks, Rutter, Humperdinck, Paulus and Wilberg. 
 
Three Kings Celebration    
Sunday, January 3 
Following 11 a.m. Worship 
An Epiphany tradition from the FPC children. Celebrate the story of Christmas. 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON  
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH. 



 People You Know 
LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Family and friends of Jean Timbrell who died recently at age 94. She taught at The 

Elisabeth Morrow School in Englewood for 48 years. A service to celebrate her life was held at the school. 
 

SYMPATHY AND LOVE TO: Betsey Carson and family on the recent death of her husband, Jerry Krauthaner. 
 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Yvonne Crichton and family on the death of her sister, Beverly Crichton, on November 9 

in Canada. 
 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: Mibs Wagner and family whose cousin, Ralph Spang, died on November 10 in Colorado. 
 

LOVE AND HEALING PRAYERS FOR: Raul Sepulveda who is recovering at Hackensack Hospital. 
 

LOVE AND BEST WISHES TO: Jeffrey Sammis, recovering from surgery at Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in NYC. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: John Fraser who was honored for his 35 years of service with the Palisades Interstate Park 

Commission. 
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NEED AN ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH? 
There are two entrances which are barrier-free into the building. There is one into Elmore Hall from the 
Dwight Place side of the building near the Memorial Garden and the other is through the Playground 

down the sidewalk to the entrance door which leads into the long hall between Elmore Hall and the Sanctuary.  

Donate to the Flower Fund in memory of a loved one, to honor family or friend, in thanksgiving 
for another person, or other tributes during the Christmas Season. Please fill out the information 

below and place in the offering plate together with your donation or contact the church office by 
December 15th (201-568-7373 x 0 or e-mail to office@englewoodpres.org). 

 

Given by: (your name)__________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of: _______________________________________________________________________ 

In honor of:_________________________________________________________________________ 

In thanksgiving for: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Other honor: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Poinsettias 
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Every Sunday: 
9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Bible Study 
11:00 am W

orship Service 
12 noon Coffee & Conversation 

Nursery/child care available from 10:30am-12:30pm 
5:30 pm Crossroads Contemporary W

orship 



 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 


